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"V LETTER  Dear Friends,

FROM I'm writing this
THE on Rosh Chodesh

. Kislew, the first of the
RABBI'S new Hebrew maonth
DESK ofKislev. Kislev is the

“darkest” month of
the year--the month
with the longest nights and shortest days. Ir's interesting that
it is specifically this moath in which Chanukah is celebrated.
The holiday of Chanukah, which is all about light, infuses the
entire month of Kislev with the power to bring light 10 the

HOW TO CHANUKAH

HE MEMDORAK

The basic elements of a kosher menorah are eight holders
for odl ar candbes and an additional older, set apart froam the

rest, for the sharmash Cattendant™) camdle.

The Chanukah lights can either be candle flames or oil-fu-
eled. The eight candles of the menorah must be arranged in a
:lrd.igh[. evien line, not in a Higzag ar with munE]i.ﬂ]us |'.'|||:lj'|.-|=|.'
than others. Whether using a candle or oil menorah, the lights
must burn for at keast 3 minutes,

Electric menarahs are great for rii:.-pl;q.- purposes, and are a

wonderful medium for publicizing the Chanukah miracle.
Eut the Chanukah lights used to fulfill the mitzvah should
be real Hames fueled by wax or oil - like the Hames in the

Holy Temple.
WHO

Men and women alike are obligated to participate in the
mendarah |i.ﬂ]1.ling. Ir st families, the head of the hoase-
hold lights the family menorah while everyone else listens to
the blessings and answers, “Amen.” In many other families,
all members of the household, including children, light their
own menorahs. Either way, it is important for everyone to be
present and involved when the Chanukah miracle is festively
commemarated.
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darkness. As our sages teach, all it takes is a littde bit of light
to dispel the darkness. Usually, when it comes to getting rid
of unwanted items, the way to do 50 is o actually remove
them. Mot so when it comes to darkness. The anly way to get
rid of darknes iz not 1o grapple with it or force it out. All &t
takes is introducing even the smallest spark, and the darkness
disappears on its own. Because where light exisis, darkness
cannol. How illuminating! As we approach Chanukash, in
a world that seems increasingly dark, we must try hard 1o
make sure o shine our light forth, Wishing you all a happy
Chanukah. Shine forth!

oo

Light the menorah in your own home. If you are traveling out
of town, set up your menarah wherever you will be staving
for the night. In the home, there are two preferred locations
for the menorah: 1) You can sel up the menorah in a central
doorway. Place it on a chair or small table near the doorpost
that is apposite the mezuzah. This way, when vou pass through
thee: disorrwiay, yoal are surrounded by two maitzvot - the mezu-
zah and the menarah. 2} Or, you can set up your menorah on
a windowsill Bcing the street.

WHERE

WHEN

Chanukah h-EgiJﬁ (ML ﬂum:hf evening, Diecembser 2, and lastg

through Monday, December 10, 2018, The Chanukah lights
are kindled every night of Chanukah,

The custom of many communities is to light the menorah
shortly after sunset. In other communities, the menorah is
kindled after nightfall {approximately thirty minutes after
sunset). Either way, the menorah must contain enough el Lo
burn for ar least thirty minutes after nightfall. Note: The stan-
dard Chanukah candles only kst approximately 30 minutes.
If using those candles, then light after nightfall every night

Regardiess of the custom you follow on other Chanukah
nights, on Fraday night the menorah is lit before sunset, and



on Saturday night it is 15t after nightfall, 50 as not to desecrate
the Shabbat.

Ideally, vou should light the menorah at the

THE BLESSINGS

Before lighting the Chanukah candles, we
thank G-d for giving us this special mitzvah,

earliest possible opportunity. Only delay if i s and for the incredible Chanukah miracles:
you are awaiting the arrival of family mem- : _

bers who wish to be present when the meno- a Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech
rah is lit. The Chanukal lights may be lig as TR R TR R |'u1-r:|1_.;!m a-sher k‘j-ﬂE-.-.'.IuL-nu bee-mitz-vo-tav
bng as there are people in the streets, or as I I I I I I I I I we-12i-va-nu le-had-lik ner Chanukals,

Mg e Ehusre I dmotties Eacolly v e P [Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
1o participate - but no later than one half hour L il universe, whi has sanctified s with His com-
before dawn. from faf to right mandments, and commanded us to kindle the

LIGHTING THE MENORAR

1. Arrange the lights on the menorah. On the first night, set
one candle to the far right of the menorah. On the following
night, add a second light to the left of the first one, and then
add one light each night of Chanukah - moving from right
tio left.

2. Gather everyone in the house around the menorah.

3. Light the shamash candle. Then hold it in your right hand
{umibess yois are lefi-handed].

4. While standing, recite the appropriate blessings.

5. Light the candles. Each nighe, light the newess (lefi-most)
candle first and continue lighting froem left 1o right. (We add

lights to the menorah from right to left, while we light from
Beft to rIEh[.]

Chanukah light. |
Ba-ruch A-1ah Ado-nai E-lo-lei-nu Me-lech ha-olam she-

253 nii-sim la-avo-te-nu ba-ya-mim ha-lerm bi-2'man ha-zeh.

[Blessed are You, Lord our God. King of the universe, who
'Ft':'fr.u'm&d muirackes for our forefathers in those days, al this

time. |

On the first night of Chanukah, Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018 {or the
first time on Chanukah vou perform this mitzvah), add the
following blessing:

Ba-ruch A-tal Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-olam che-
heche-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh.
[Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who

has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled s to reach this
DCCasion. ]

Reprinted with permizsion from Chabad org

CHANUKAH CRINKLE COOKIES
Yields: ¥ dozen cookies | Recipe from www: BisyinBrooklyn.com, by Chanie Apfefbaum

I a bowl, whisk the flour, cocoa, baking powder, and sali. In a separate bowld,
combine the olive oil, sugar, eggs. vanilla, and coffee. Add the dry ingredients
1o the wet ingredients and stir well 1o combine. [Fany lumgps remain, stir the
mixture with a hand-mixer until all the ingredients are well incorporated. Place
the dough in the refrigerator for a few hours or overnigha.

rcurs flour
Roll 1 heaping tablespoon of batter into a ball and place on a parchment-lined

sz onch Fm“-‘j‘:“m powder b king shest Make sure to roll the batter quickly (otherwise the heat of your
‘I::r e i hands will make it sticky). Repeat with remaining batter.
k] B
wcur  olive oil Spray the cookies with gold spray paint and bake at 350 degrees for approxi-
FCUPS  SUgar mately 12 minutes. Set aside to coal.
f-rs.r ﬁﬂa While the cookies are s1ill a lirtle warm (but not oo bot that they will mefi the
s i II ¢ Ehies ditrload in chocolue), press chocolate coins into the center of each cookie.

Y cup water Variation: Spray the cookies with silver color mist and top with milk chocolate
Wilton gobd color mist food spray coins, [Fyou prefer not 1o use color mist, you can roll the cookies in tarbinado
Chocolate Chanukah gelt coins or powdered sugar instead.



epeatedly arrested for his “counter-revolutionary” activities

to preserve the flickering flame of Judaism in the Soviet
Union, Reb Mordechai Chanzin frequently found himsel{
behind bars. His first sentence amounted to 10 years in a
forced-labor camg. After his release, Reb Mondechal was again
found guilty and punished with five more years. His third and
final sentence resulted in six years, Overall, between the years
1935 and 1956, he spent 21 vears in Loviel prisons and camps.
In his short stints of freedom he selflessly devoted himsell to
preserving ludaizin behind the Iron Curtain.

Among his many experiences, there was one story that he
would tell again and again:

As the Siberian winter deepened,
Chanukah came, and a group of
youiieg Jewish men, all prisoners
i the Gul:ﬂ. convenad for a

HOW THE GULAG JUDGE
LIT THE MENORAH

“This i an act of treason,” said the presecutor. "By lighting the
candles, you intended 1o signal to enemy forces. The penalty
for this is death”

The judge regarded the young man standing in froat of him.
“Do you have anything to say for yoursel ™

Reb Mordechais heart pounded in his chest as he approached
the judge. “ls it just me, or is it the rest of the group too?”
Al of you,” enunciated the judge dryly.

Beb Mordechsai was devastated.

The courtroom began fo spin around him. Whatever
indifference he was able 1o afford untdl then vanished in the
terror-stncken realization that his fdlow brothers would be
led to their deaths. He blamed
himaselL

Reb Mocdechai burst into bitter

tears, and for a few minates

short meeting. The topic: how
to obtain and light a secret
menorah. One promised to
supply margarine to be used as
fuel. Some frayed threads from
staisdard-issue camp garb would
suffice as wicks. Even seall cups
to hold the margarine were
procured from somewhere.
Of course, all this was against
camp regulations, and they all
understood the implication of
their actions should they be caught.

Reb Mordechal was the eldest of the group of 18 men, and
was therefore honored to usher in the holiday by lighting of
the firat candle. [n the dead of |.'|:|:|;]'lL in 2 «mall Ea.rdEn shiad,
the hardy crew crowded around their makeshift menorah and
blistened 1o Reb Mordechai’s emotional voice as he recited the
first blessings, tears trickling down his cheeks. Reb Mordechai
and his comrades gazed silently at the semall yellow light, each
one recalling Chanukah in his parents’ home.

The koud erash of the door opening shattered the mens reverie.
Camp guards rushed through the doorway and flooded the
cramped space. The Jewish inmates were grabbed by brutish
hands and shoved through the camp. When they reached a
small dank cell, they were ordered 10 pile inside.

The [iesl o be :|'.'lr-|.1|J.E|1.l i trizl was the anEll:aﬂ-Er. Reb
Mordechai. Inside the small courtroom, which consisted of
the |u.d.|5£"5 deals arvd & bench lor the defendant, the prr_rr;mil.nﬂs
were all but pro forma. Reb Mordechai had already predicted
his indictrment, and solemaly awaited the verdiet.

BY ASHARDHN BALTALAR

he stood in front of the judge,
sobbing uncontrollably. Years
of ¢crushing pain and pent-up
emotions overwhelmed him
and couldnT be stopped.

“Come chose,” said the judge.

Reb Mordechai took a step
towards the judge’s desk.
S-l.'lftl!.', the |l|.|.|.‘|3|£ asked aboat
hiz relatives, their meand of
livelihood and other personal details, Reb Mordechai answered
the judge’s inquires.

“What do you have 1o say for yoursell3” the judge presed on.

Mustering temerity he did not feel, Reb Mordechai addressed
the |l|.|.-|:l_ﬂ,|:‘r “We are Jews, amd we Ll the candles that J!i.ﬂhl. (7]
obaerve the holiday of Chanukah”

Yoo Lt Clhanukah candles? You lit Chanuleash candles™ the

i'ud.ﬂ,l: rupu:llcﬂ o himself, dﬂ.rl'!.' unseltled. “You don't say . .
. Chanukah candbes”

Recomposing himself, the judge called 1o the two guards
present in the courtroom and asked them to stand outside.

When the door dicked closed, the fudge turned his attention
back 1o Reb Mosdechai.

“IF you lit Chanukah candles, let me demonstrate the I"%,]'I'I.
way 1o light them”™
Reb Mordechad watched the judge light a small lamp. Picking



up the incriminating documents gingerly, with trembling
hands, the judge slid the first one off and held it to the fame.
The paper caught fire and disappeared quickly inan orange
blaze and a few wisps of smoke. As il he were afraid 1o delay
best be change his mind, the judge worked quickly through the
pile, saying “You see? This is how you light Chanukah candies”
Soon there was nothing remaining of the pile.

Finished, the judge scooped up the scattered ashes, strode
civer I the window and Wossed them into the Siberian wimd.
Siting down, the judge reached for the buzzer on his table
and summuoned the guards.

“Take this group-of 18 men,” the judge barked, “and separate
them, making sure that it would be impossible for them to
see one another. Theres no point in killing them; they are not
worth even one buller”
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The guards marched out. and Reb Mordechai was again left
alone with the judge. The latter faced Reb Mordechas and said
in a trembling voice, “I too am a Jew, and 1 beg you to make
sure that the future generations of our people will know to
light the Chanukah candles™

In 1956, a few years following Stalins death, hundreds of
thovseads of prisoers were pardoned and Hreir mames cleared.
Among therm was Beb Mordechai Chanzin, who was finally
given permission fo leave the camps that had robbed hirm of
decades of life. Chanzin movad te Moscow, where he became
secrelary fo Chief Rabdn Yehudah Leib Levin. A decade larer,
E.Fr.rm-l:g'h rhe qﬁrrb n_.l"l'jI:RE'I!:ErE. he mas ﬂiﬁrﬂt‘dl‘ufﬂmfg'mrﬂﬂ
Lirael, where Fe wa resinited with his brother Dovid, the ralbs
of Petach Tikva.

Reprrinted with permission from Chabad org
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CHANUKAH PARTY
IN STRATFORD

Enterfainment, Latkes, Donuis, Salad Bar, and more!
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